Every Child thrives, belongs, achieves

Draft points for submission on the Green Paper for Vulnerable Children:

Social Development Partners is a national umbrella group in the community sector – with a  mission  ‘to enhance the contribution of community organisations in building strong communities’ . Our submission emphasises community and community sector perspectives on the issues raised in this paper.
We are a membership organisation, and many members have considerable experience in child protection and care issues. We have had some consultation with members about our overview perspective which is aimed to  complement  submissions made by organisations with direct experience of these issues.. 
Some overarching points about this submission:

A cross Government and cross agency perspective is essential
· Children are part of families and communities, and the environment in which they operate is key to their development, 
· Families and communities are part of the solution, and change to current issues can only be achieved if there is a groundswell of family and community support for policies. 
· A cross government approach is necessary to address different elements of child policy – but equally as important is a cross agency and cross sector approach. 
Vulnerability

The Green paper focuses on vulnerability rather than poverty.  We support this strengths based approach, but consider it important to directly address issues of child poverty within a more broadly based approach, such as:
· All children are vulnerable and require care to grow and reach their potential

· Unacceptable numbers of New Zealand children live in poverty and clear goals to change this need to be agreed as part of social policy 

· An approach which combines universal and targeted services is necessary to ensure that all children are reached in the first instance, and children in need of additional support are identified at an appropriate time

· This point can be at any stage of children’s development – not only the early years
Welfare reform

· Clear government leadership is essential to drive change, and this needs to include an assessment of the impact of all social policy on children. 
· This underlines the importance of cross government and sector commitment to address issues such as housing, transport and energy as well as education and child protection
· Encouraging parents back to work at an early stage will have unintended consequences for many children, and welfare reform needs to balance the needs of children in encouraging more parents into paid employment.
Investment needed

· Greater evaluation of all programmes is needed, but there must be care not to lose valuable services.

· Reprioritising of existing funding cannot be expected to provide necessary funds to develop a society in which all children thrive, belong and achieve, and additional funds to support children will need to be committed to children’s care and development.

Share responsibility
We consider CYF Act and processes provides a strong and sound platform for balancing needs of families and children, and processes such as Family Group conferences need to be continually supported and evaluated to ensure they are meeting the needs of both the children and the care givers.
A further priority is to reach families and communities throughout New Zealand to offer increased support for families and communities to respond to need ion their communities:
· Community based parenting education offered through appropriate programmes in local communities through existing channels of community organisations and comprehensive services (such as Whanau Ora),
· Community support networks and care facilities – adequate support for  local initiatives and all forms of early childhood education, especially those that offer support to families in as well as those which provide care for working parents.
Show leadership

Strong Government support for child focussed policies is required, and we strongly support the proposal for a Vulnerable Children’s Action Plan. We support the seven core goals outlined by the Commissioner for Children as the heart of such a plan:

· Address child poverty

· Protect all children from abuse and exploitation

· Ensure all children enjoy their rights to an education

· Ensure all children enjoy their rights to the highest attainable standard of health

· Support parents families and whanau in their primary responsibility in the upbringing and development of children

· Provide special protective and rehabilitative measures for all children involved in the care and protection system

· Provide special measures for all children and young people subject to a criminal justice intervention or who are victims or witness to crime

This wil require strong leadership and we recommend a Minister for Children, supported by the Children’s commissioner to oversee a whole of Government approach and implementation
Make child centred policy changes

Ongoing research evaluation and monitoring of all programmes is important, and needs to be against a set of outcomes or principles outlined in the Vulnerable Children’s action plan. 
Mandatory reporting can have a counterproductive effect of creating avoidance and distrust of health professionals, so it is more important to focus in three directions:
· Improving existing methods of record sharing 
· Training health professionals in appropriate identification of neglect and abuse and intervention
· Building public support and understanding of the child protection and support systems so that family, neighbours and friends know how to access support and help at any stage of a Childs life
Making child centred practice changes

Feedback loops between policy and practice are essential – and the implementation o f the  Action plan needs to ensure that it is linked to practical evidence of what works for families and communities.
New Zealand has a long history of innovation in both Government  and community services for children and it is essential to recognise strong existing services, such as Well Child health checks, a and make them the centre of strong evaluation and policy processes.
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